
FEBRUARY

16..............�RICFB Board of Directors 
meeting

16..............�Deadline to register for 
Succession Success program

17..............�Governmental Affairs 
Leadership Conference

20..............�Unlock Your Personalized  
Roadmap to Succession 
Success

28..............�Mercer – Rock Island Young 
Leaders trivia night

28..............�Last day to register for WIA  
Conference at discounted 
price

MARCH

1................�Price increase for WIA 
Conference registration

4................Rules for the Road

5................�Deadline to register for 
Market Outlook

12..............�Market Outlook featuring 
Darin Newsom

13..............�RICFB Foundation 
scholarship applications due

16..............�RICFB Board of Directors 
meeting

20..............�Deadline to register for 
Women in Ag Conference

25..............�RICFB Foundation Board of 
Directors meeting

27..............Women in Ag Conference

UPCOMING EVENTS

Darin Newsom, President of Darin 
Newsom Analysis and Senior Market 
Analyst for Barchart, will be the featured 
speaker on Thursday, March 12, 2026 
at 6:15pm at Lavender Crest Winery, 

5401 US Highway 
6, Colona.  Dinner 
will be served, 
followed by the 
local grain market 
update from Tom 
Parchert of River 
Valley Cooperative. 
Reservations are 
required and must 
be made by March 5 

to guarantee your attendance.

Darin Newsom is the President of 
Darin Newsom Analysis and the Senior 
Market Analyst for Barchart. With 
nearly 40 years of experience analyzing 
commodity markets; including grains 
and oilseeds, livestock, energies, 
metals, softs, etc., he has developed 
a way of understanding the different 
characteristics of each market. Darin 
has appeared on numerous international 
financial television programs and news 
sites talking markets and is an award-
winning columnist whose work has been 
featured on websites and in magazines 
for decades. He is well-known for his 

unique analytical observations on how 
markets work. He has been involved in 
the industry on nearly every level; from 
grain merchandiser and broker to senior 
market analyst for a major agricultural 
media organization to having his own 
commentary and analysis service, all 
while proudly reminding everyone he is 
neither a journalist nor an economist. 

Additional dates and speakers for the 
2025-2026 series include:

• June 30, 2026 – Kristi Van Ahn-
Kjeseth, Van Ahn and Company, Inc.

Cost for the series is $90.00 and a 
single session is $35.00 (if not pre-

registered, cost will be $40.00). To 
make reservations, please contact the 
Rock Island County Farm Bureau at 
(309) 736-7432 or email tmayhew@
ricofarmbureau.org.

The Market Outlook Series is sponsored by 
the Henry, Mercer and Rock Island County 
Farm Bureau Marketing Committees and 
the following:  Gold Star FS, COUNTRY 
Financial, BankORION, Alan Davis - 
COUNTRY Crop Insurance Specialist, Central 
Bank, River Valley Cooperative, Wyffels 
Hybrids, Big River Resources, Hertz Farm 
Management, State Bank of Toulon, IAA 
Credit Union, Blackhawk Bank & Trust.

A Rules for the Road seminar will 
be held Wednesday, March 4th 
starting at 10:00am at the Aledo 
Fire Station, 211 SE 3rd St. This 
seminar is open to all Illinois 
Farm Bureau members. Join 
us as IFB Associate Director of 
Transportation & Infrastructure, 
Rodney Knittel, presents and 
answers questions on new 
driving regulations. The seminar 
is free to attend but registration 
is requested. 

Register today by calling the 
Rock Island County Farm Bureau 
office at 309-736-7432 or 
emailing 
tmayhew@ricofarmbureau.org. 

Henry, Mercer & Rock Island County Farm Bureaus to Host Farm Succession Planning 
Workshop 

Is your farm future-ready? Join us for an exclusive, full-day workshop designed to 
help farm families build a clear, confident path forward for future generations. Led by 
UnCommon Farms’ Mike Downey, an expert in farm succession planning. This hands-
on session provides actionable strategies to transform your plans from overwhelming 
to organized. The approach is designed to be personalized for the needs of your 
farming operation.

The day-long workshop, with important information for your entire farm family, will be 
held on Friday, February 20, 2026; 9:00am- 4:00pm at Lavender Crest Winery, 5401 US 
Hwy 6, Colona, IL.

Workshop highlights will include:

• �The Common Traits of Highly Successful 
Farm Transitions

• �Strong Business and Family 
Foundations

• �Business Continuity and Governance

• �Management and Leadership Transition

• �Family Harmony and Communication

• �Estate Planning and Wealth 
Preservation

• �Your Personal Roadmap to Succession

Registration fee is $40 per person, and includes the full day’s workshop, materials, 
light breakfast and lunch. A Farm Bureau membership within the farm family is 
required for attendance. Registration deadline is February 16 – contact the Rock 
Island County Farm Bureau at (309) 736-7432 or email 
tmayhew@ricofarmbureau.org.   

MARKET OUTLOOK SEMINAR FEATURING DARIN NEWSOM, DARIN NEWSOM ANALYSIS

UNLOCK YOUR PERSONALIZED ROADMAP TO 
SUCCESSION SUCCESS

RULES FOR THE ROAD 
SEMINAR PLANNED

Learn more about Safety, 
CDL, & Trucking Regulations

REGISTER
TODAY!

Contact your local County Farm Bureau to register.

MARCH 4 • 10AM
ALEDO FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

211 SE 3RD ST.,  ALEDO IL 61231

REGISTRATION 
OPEN

2026 WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE CONFERENCE
WOMENINAGRICULTURECONFERENCE.COM
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