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2014 Rock Island Farm Bureau
Foundation, Wilbert and Carol
Keppy, and Bernice Fowler
Scholarship winners
The RICFB Foundation is pleased to
announce the recipients of their 2014
Scholarships. It is with great pleasure that the
RICFB Foundation is able to award
scholarships to outstanding high school
students who have achieved a well-rounded
high school career and understand the value
of volunteerism. These applicants were
selected based upon their academic, school
and community involvement and the names
were kept anonymous from our independent
selection committee. The recipients were
selected by an independent committee
appointed by the Rock Island County Farm
Bureau ® Foundation Board of Directors.
The Rock Island County Farm Bureau
Foundation awarded 3 - $ 1,000 scholarships
to graduating high school seniors. The 2014
foundation scholarship winners are:
*Lucas Crawford, son of Mary Kay and
Lauren Crawford, 2014 Rockridge graduate.
While at Rockridge Lucas was the Rockridge
FFA President and the Star FFA Greenhand.
Lucas also served as President of his 4H
Club and assisted the Crime Prevention Unit
which included serving on the Operation

Teen Safe Driving Committee. He is actively
engaged in the family’s farming operation and
also showing livestock at the county fair.
Lucas is continuing his college education at
Joliet Junior College.
*Ryan Mueller, son of Greg and Diane
Mueller, 2014 Rockridge graduate. Ryan is an
Illinois State Scholar and National Honor
Society Treasurer. He ran cross country and
qualified for sectionals, was co-captain of the
Varsity Scholastic Bowl Team and first chair
baritone in Concert Band. Ryan’s academic
achievements also awarded him West Central
Conference Academic All Conference award,
top 10 in class in freshman, sophomore and
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2014 Rock Island County Farm Bureau Foundation, Keppy,
and Fowler Scholarship recipients.
Front: Jenna Preston, Gabriel Buckrop
Back: Connie Curry-Foundation Secretary, Lucas
Crawford, Jake Olson, Tyson Schulte, Brandon Mueller, and
Glenn Saddoris-Foundation President

Rock Island County Farm Bureau
Foundation
This year two Farm Bureau member
dependents will each receive a scholarship
for their continuing education courtesy of
the Wilbert and Carol Keppy Charitable
Foundation. The 2014 Keppy Scholarship
winners this year are Jake Olson and Tyson
Schulte.
Jake Olson, son of Rod and Tammy
Olson is a 2013 Rockridge graduate who
recently completed his freshman year at
Illinois Central College. Olson recently
wrapped up his freshman year at Illinois
Central College where he is studying
Agronomy / Crop Sciences. Jake served as
President, Treasurer and Reporter of the
Rockridge FFA and was a 10 year member
of the Buffalo Prairie Rambler’s 4H Club.
Jake was a member of the state 4H livestock
judging team and is a State FFA Degree
recipient. Jake is very active in his
community and is active in the family farm
operation. While at Rockridge –Jake was in
the top 10 of his class all eight semesters.
Our second recipient of the Keppy
Scholarship is Tyson Schulte, a 2012
Sherrard High School graduate and is
currently wrapping up his freshman year at
Lakeland College. Tyson took a year off to
serve as an Illinois State FFA Treasurer.
Tyson was a 2012 Foundation Scholarship
winner. Tyson is attending Lakeland
College and will be pursuing a degree in Ag
Engineering. After completing at his classes
at Lakeland he will transfer to a 4 year
college to complete his study in
engineering.

While at Sherrard Tyson was an active
member of the Sherrard FFA and the Rural
Go Getter’s 4H Club. Tyson is currently a
member of the Illinois State 4-H Livestock
Judging Team which won the National
Contest in Louisville. As a result of that
national honor he and his teammates will
now compete at the Royal Highlands in
Scotland and Ireland and participate in the
International Livestock Judging and
Agricultural Tour in June. Tyson is an
active member of the Pheasants Forever
and Honest Woods Whitetails chapters
while also helping with general farm labor
in the area and at home.
Both Jake and Tyson have been actively
involved in 4H and FFA activities their
entire life and are both extremely
passionate about livestock – a wonderful
tribute to the Keppy heritage.
Congratulations to Jake and Tyson
on their outstanding achievements to date
and for being selected as a recipient of the
Wilbert and Carol Keppy Scholarship in
the amount of $ 1,500.
A reminder scholarship applications are
available from the Farm Bureau office
after January 1 each year and are open to
those Farm Bureau members who have
been a current Rock Island County Farm
Bureau member for two years or more. For
more information regarding the Rock
Island County Farm Bureau Foundation
and their scholarships, please contact the
FB office at 736-7432.

*Donations to the RICFB
Foundation are TaxDeductible

A donation of…

Will...

$10

Send a package of Ag Mags to a Rock Island County Classroom

$25

Purchase consumable supplies in an activity kit for a year

$50

Provide a book bundle for a Rock Island County teacher who utilizes other
AITC materials during the school year

$100

Replace an incubator that is used in classrooms for embryology study

$250

Supply 20 SAI participants a lunch during the week-long SAI class

$500

Present appreciation materials to all Rock Island County teachers, school
support staff, and administration for including AITC materials in their
classrooms

$1000

Support a scholarship for a local high school student headed to college

$2500

Fund the AgXPerience T-Shirts

$5000

Allow a local FFA member the opportunity to work with AITC in a
Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) Program

$10000

Subsidize the salary of the Ag Literacy Coordinator Position

Rock Island County Farm Bureau Foundation Gift Card
I would like to contribute to the Rock Island County Farm Bureau© Foundation
$1000

$500

$250

$100

$50

$25

Other _____________

My Check is Enclosed
Please Send Me a Statement
I’m interested in paying in installments (_______ times per year)
I’m interested in more information
Please contact me:

by phone

by mail

by e-mail

Name: _____________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________________________________________
E-mail: _____________________________________________________________

AITC Year in Review

2013-2014
Sheryl Solomonson
Program Coordinator, Agriculture in
the Classroom-Rock Island County

AgXPerience Volunteers Needed!











Agriculture in the Classroom had many
exciting activities occur in 2013-14.
The Rock Island County Agricultural
Literacy Program reached 64% of the
public school buildings in Rock Island
County during the 2013-2014 school year.
Almost 3,000 (11%) students in Rock Island
County received some form of agricultural
education through Agriculture in the
Classroom (AITC) materials.
295 teachers in Rock Island County Public
schools received resources from Rock Island
Ag in the Classroom.
513Rock Island County students received Ag
Mags in 2013-2014. That’s an estimated
value of over $ 500 of agricultural
information distributed to students and
teachers.
AgXPerience reached over 800 elementary
students in three days. Over 100 volunteers
and countless hours were spent preparing
and presenting agriculture to these students.

AgXPerience will be held September 17-19 at the
Rock Island County Fairgrounds and John
Deere Pavilion. We need volunteers to present,
guide students, set-up and clean-up. Go to
http://www.rockislandaitc.weebly.com to
register for volunteer opportunities!
The Rock Island County Agriculture in the
Classroom program is made possible through a
grant from the Illinois Agriculture in the
Classroom. The Rock Island County Farm
Bureau Foundation and the University of Illinois
Extension-Rock Island County provide matching
funds to create a part-time coordinator position.
Sheryl Solomonson is responsible for
coordinating the program. She works directly with
the Teacher Advisory Council which helps her
carryout the work of building relationships with
the teachers throughout Rock Island County. The
Teacher’s Advisory Council donates countless
hours to the program. We thank the Council
members: Karen Anderson, Angie Paprocki, Toni
Moore, Diane New, Jan Fuhr, Bonnie Lartz,
Debbie Mueller, and Amy Saddoris.

Less than 2% of the population is involved in production agriculture.
Programs like Agriculture in the Classroom help educate students and teachers
about the food, fiber and fuel they use every day.
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Board
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Glenn Saddoris, President
Darrel Hofer, Vice President
Connie Curry, Secretary
Tom Mueller, Treasurer
Marilyn Bush, Outreach & Development
Chair
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