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APRIL – DISTRACTED DRIVING AWARENESS MONTH

 10 Freezer Meal pickup
 11 Career Fair at UTHS
 17 RICFB Board of Directors meeting

MAY
 15 RICFB Board of Directors meeting

Want to stay up to date with upcoming events?
Send us your email to accounts@ricofarmbureau.org  

and like us on Facebook!

Quad City Illinois farmers are 
helping local families with a dona-
tion to the River Bend Food Bank 
through the Bushels for Hunger pro-
gram for the 13th straight year. After 
the 13th year, total contributions by 
the Bushels for Hunger program 
will exceed $300,000 with this year’s 
$23,603 contribution. This year’s total 
contribution now brings the total 
amount of  meals donated to over 1.5 
million. 

Mercer County Farmer and Illinois 
Farm Bureau District 3 Director Jeff  
Kirwan presented the donation of  
$23,606 to Nancy Renkes, president 
and CEO of  the River Bend Food 
Bank in Davenport.

“Thanks to the generous dona-
tions of  thousands of  bushels of  
grain to the Bushels for Hunger 
campaign, local farmers worked 
together to fight hunger in the Quad 
City community with these funds,” 
Kirwan said.

“We are so grateful for every farm-
er who generously chose to donate 
this year,” says Nancy Renkes, presi-
dent and CEO of  River Bend Food 
Bank. “Springtime is a season of  
renewal and growth, and this support 
from our region’s farmers will help 

grow our food supplies to feed more 
children and adults facing hunger in 
the coming months. Thank you.”

The Bushels for Hunger program 
is a joint program coordinated by 
the following three Illinois County 
Farm Bureaus: Henry, Mercer and 

Rock Island in conjunction with 
the following area grain elevators 
and ethanol plants: Atkinson Grain, 
Big River Resources, Cargill, CHS, 
Gavilon, Gold Star FS, Hillsdale 
Elevator, River Valley Cooperative 
and Rumbold & Kuhn.

From left: Leslie Corlett, director of corporate and foundation giving, River Bend Food Bank; Nancy Renkes, 
president amd CEO of River Bend Food Bank; Tara Mayhew, Rock Island County Farm Bureau manager; and 
Jeff Kirwan, IFB District 3 director.

1.5 million meals provided!

The 11th annual Women in Agriculture Conference 
was held Friday, March 24, at Bally’s Hotel and Casino, 
Rock Island. Over 200 women from Illinois, Iowa and 
Nebraska gathered to network, engage and learn from 
each other and industry experts. Attendees heard from a 
variety of  speakers on topics ranging from partnership 
agreements, carbon markets, farm stress and mental 
health, connecting with consumers and much more. 
Carey Portell started the conference with her keynote 
address, “Facing Life Head On.” 

Amanda Radke closed the conference with “How 
Agriculture Can Lead The Nation During Challenging 
Times.” 

Be sure to follow the Women In Agriculture 
Conference Facebook page for updates on future 
events. 
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Over 200 women listen as Carey Portell delivers her keynote address, “Facing Life Head On.”

Women in Ag
event popular

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. – Illinois 
Farm Bureau is accepting applications 
for its Illinois Veterinary Education and 
Training loan program. Loans are avail-
able to second-year veterinary students 
attending any accredited college of  
veterinary medicine in the U.S. and who 
are focusing on Illinois food animal 
medicine.

The Illinois Veterinary Education 
Training Program helps offset the high 
cost of  veterinary education. 

The program loans up to $40,000 
to as many as three veterinary stu-
dents each year. Loans are made over 
a period of  two to three years. IVET 
awards recipients a $1,500 stipend dur-
ing their fourth year in school to help 
pay expenses associated with clinical 
rotations. Loans are repaid over five 
years, during which graduates must 
commit to working in a food animal 
practice that services Illinois livestock 
producers.

“Illinois Farm Bureau encourages 

veterinary students to pursue a career 
in caring for food animals,” said Tasha 
Bunting, IFB associate director of  
commodities and livestock programs. 
“To succeed, farmers need the services 
of  a food-animal veterinarian to help 
them care for their beef  cattle, swine, 
sheep and poultry. It’s an incredibly 
rewarding career field that has seen an 
increase in demand in recent years.”

Applications are due May 15 and 
can be found online at www.ilfb.org/
IVET. The selection committee will 
interview eligible applicants in spring 
2023. Successful applicants will be noti-
fied by mail. Loan disbursements begin 
in August.

IFB established IVET in 2005. Since 
then, the organization has awarded 
more than $590,000 to 28 veterinary 
students who focus on caring for food 
animals in Illinois.

For more information about the 
program, contact Tasha Bunting at 309-
557-2993 or tbunting@ilfb.org. 

Applications are now available for 
nurse practitioner scholarships through 
the Illinois Farm Bureau Rural Nurse 
Practitioner Scholarship Program. 
There will be 15 scholarships, worth 
$4,000 each, granted this year.

The scholarship program, now in its 
31st year, helps encourage and develop 
the pool of  rural health practitioners 
to help meet primary health care needs 
in rural Illinois. Students who receive 
scholarships agree to practice for two 
years in an approved rural area in 
Illinois.

To be eligible for the scholarship, 
students must be Illinois residents 
and be a registered nurse accepted 

or enrolled in an accredited Nurse 
Practitioner Program. 

Funding is provided by the Rural 
Illinois Medical Student Assistance 
Program.

Applications are available at county 
Farm Bureaus throughout the state, 
on the Rural Illinois Medical Student 
Assistance Program website at 
RIMSAP.com, or by writing Donna 
Gallivan, program manager, Illinois 
Farm Bureau, 1701 Towanda Ave., 
Bloomington, IL 61701. Applications 
are due May 1.

For additional information, contact 
Donna Gallivan at 309-557-2350, or via 
email at dgallivan@ilfb.org.

Apply soon to receive
veterinary student loan

Nursing scholarship
application available

We want to 
wish all our 
members a 
SAFE and 

SUCCESSFUL 
planting 
season!


