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Pictured, from left: Leslie Corlett, corporate gifts and funds director of
Riverbend Food Bank; Mike Miller, president and CEO of Riverbend
Food Bank; Emily Smith, Stark CFB; Tara Mayhew, Rock Island CFB;
Jenna Preston, Mercer CFB; Katie Laleman, Henry CFB; Gina Long,
Warren-Henderson FB; Jill Frueh, Bureau CFB.

$10,000 donated to
Riverbend Food Bank
The Quad City Regional
Advertising Group partnered with
Illinois Farm Bureau to donate
$10,000 to Riverbend Food Bank for
beef and pork products. The Quad
City Regional Advertising Group
consists of Rock Island, Henry,
Bureau, Mercer, Warren-Henderson,
Stark and Knox County Farm
Bureaus.
According to Riverbend Food
Bank, the $10,000 donation will purchase approximately 3,000 pounds
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of ground beef and ground pork,
and will help provide 50,000 meals
to those in need.
Every dollar donated helps provide five meals. Riverbend Food
Bank supports local food banks
within the eight counties in the
Quad City Regional Advertising
Group.
During these times of uncertainty, Farm Bureau is proud to support
our beef and pork producers and
give back to our local communities.

WHAT’S GOING ON THIS SUMMER?
Want to stay up to date with upcoming events? Send us your email to
accounts@ricofarmbureau.org and like us on Facebook!

PEOSTA, Iowa — The 2018 data
for the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
indicates that the agricultural sector
is still the most dangerous in America
with 574 fatalities, or an equivalent of
23.4 deaths per 100,000 workers.
Fall harvest time can be one of the
busiest and most dangerous seasons of
the year for the agriculture industry.
For this reason, the third week of
September has been recognized as
National Farm Safety and Health Week.
This annual promotion initiated by
the National Safety Council has been
proclaimed as such by each sitting U.S.
President since Franklin D. Roosevelt in
1944. National Farm Safety and Health
Week is led by the National Education
Center for Agricultural Safety
(NECAS), the agricultural partner of

the National Safety Council.
The theme for National Farm Safety
and Health Week 2020 is “Every
Farmer Counts.” This theme is one
that reminds us that it is in everyone’s
best interest to prioritize the health and
safety of those who work so hard to
provide our abundant supply of food,
fiber and fuel.
Along with the theme for the week,
the daily topics of focus are:
w Monday - Tractor Safety and Rural
Roadway Safety
w Tuesday - Overall Farmer Health
w Wednesday - Safety and Health for
Youth in Agriculture
w Thursday - Emergency
Preparedness in Agriculture
w Friday - Safety and Health for

Women in Agriculture
Please visit www.necasag.org for this
year’s logos, as well as for further information and resources related to this
year’s campaign. There will be information forthcoming about webinars that
will be offered throughout the week.
Special thanks to the Illinois Farm
Bureau for developing the logo again
this year.
As we recognize National Farm
Safety and Health Week this September,
please join us in
spreading awareness of the risks
associated with working in agriculture
and promoting safe and healthy practices through the harvest season and
beyond. We welcome your collaboration and participation.

Vote against progressive tax
November’s ballot will ask whether
you support changing Illinois’ income
tax structure. Vote NO on this question. The amendment would end the
state’s flat rate income tax, but it will
not solve our state’s fiscal problems.
If enacted, the constitutional amendment would no longer require Illinois
to have a flat tax – currently set at 4.95
percent for all Illinoisans – and instead
it would allow the state to enact a progressive tax – these rates would initially
vary between 4.75 percent and 7.99
percent based on a household’s income
level.
Revenue from this proposed progressive tax structure is unlikely to meet
the state’s projected deficits and debt
obligations that are coming in the next
few years. And until our state’s politicians get their fiscal house in order,
costs will continue to grow and all our
taxes will continue to increase.
The progressive tax would shift the
taxing burden on the highest earners
in the state, but raising taxes on the
highest earners will not fix our state’s
financial problems and – in the long
run – may only lead to higher taxes for
all of us.
It is a farce to think the top 3 percent
of Illinoisans will cover this additional,
multibillion dollar increase in costs. If
asked to do so, these top earners will
simply shift assets out of state or will

debt obligations. And not spent – as
proponents claim – on our public
schools, social services, and public
safety. Lawmakers have been digging
themselves into pension and debt holes
for decades and now they expect us –
the taxpayers – to pull them out. But
we taxpayers did not create these problems; lawmakers’ poor policy decisions
did. Taxes should not be raised on the
folks who had nothing to do with the
policy decisions that got us here.
Adding to the already dismal financial situation, is our state’s response to
the COVID-19 pandemic. The sudden,
months-long halt of our state’s economy means less tax revenue for the state
as businesses are not open, workers are
laid off, and consumers stay home.
Ironically, proponents will claim
these lower tax revenues will be used
as further justification to support the
progressive tax. Don’t be fooled! This
unexpected pandemic should NOT be
used to advocate for a change in our
constitution.
Now is not the time to enact a
progressive tax in Illinois. The progressive tax will not solve our State’s
financial troubles and will – in the long
run – lead to higher taxes for all of
us. Let’s tell our state lawmakers to
get the state’s finances in order before
the come after ours by voting NO
on the Constitutional Amendment in
November.

Show your support

Farm Bureau has Vote No on
Progressive Income Tax yard
signs available for display. If
you would like a sign to display
in your yard or along a field,
please contact the Rock Island
County Farm Bureau today.
Quantities are limited and are
offered on a first-come, firstserved basis.

leave Illinois altogether. And, when
our state reaches that point, who else is
there to be taxed: the other 97 percent
of us. We will be left holding the bill
and lawmakers forced to pick up the
tab like we always do.
Additionally, we know most of the
revenue from the Progressive Tax
will be spent in two places: our state’s
exorbitantly high pension costs and

Farm Progress gets
big virtual treatment
Come Sept. 15-17, Farm Progress Virtual Experience brings together
the best of Farm Progress Show and Husker Harvest Days into one powerhouse virtual experience. This virtual experience promises to be worthy
of the Farm Progress name.
Action-packed live field demos will be accessible through any mobilefriendly device. Farm Progress Virtual Experience takes farmers inside
the action with Go Pro and drone footage to explore every facet of the
latest equipment from top ag manufacturers. Everything featured during
field demonstrations has been collected and curated in the field; this is not
stock footage. FPVX is proud to offer farmers what they value most about
in-person field demonstrations plus a rewind button. These field demonstrations, along with many exciting show features, will be available for registered attendees to view during the event and through spring 2021.
Other show highlights include:
w 400 acres of corn to harvest
w Hay to cut, rake and bale
w Working cattle demonstrations
w Practical education sessions
w Live insights from farmers
w Unique product features from exhibitors
Learn more about Farm Progress Virtual Experience and find registration information here: www.farmprogressshow.com

Calendar of Events
SEPTEMBER 2020
10
10
12
15-17
16
21
20-26
24
25

Region 1 Manager’s Meeting
Market Outlook Seminar with
Naomi Bloom – Lavender Crest
Winery, 6:15 p.m.
Grain Bin Safety Awareness
program; Sherrard HS
Farm Progress Virtual
Experience
RICFB Foundation Board of
Directors meeting; 5:30 p.m.
RICFB Board of Directors meeting; 7 p.m.
Farm Safety and Health Week
Country Financial Agent
Appreciation Luncheon
Freezer Meal Fundraiser orders
due

OCTOBER 2020
6
12
19

Region 1 Managers’ Meeting
Freezer Meal Fundraiser Pickup;
RICFB, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
RICFB Board of Directors meeting; 7 p.m.

