
APRIL
2....... �RICFB Foundation Board of Directors 

meeting

10..... �Young Leaders Spring Social, 
Backyard Bowl, Milan

21..... RICFB Board of Directors meeting

22..... Young Leaders meeting

23..... Career Fair at UTHS

MAY – BEEF MONTH
1....... �Rural Nurse Practitioner Scholarship 

Program applications due

5-8.... Managers Conference

15..... �Illinois Veterinary Education and 
Training (IVET) loan applications due

19..... RICFB Board of Directors meeting

27..... Young Leaders meeting

UPCOMING EVENTS

Quad City Illinois farmers are helping local families 
with a donation to the River Bend Food Bank through 
the Bushels for Hunger program for the 15th straight 
year.  After 15 years, total contributions by the 
Bushels for Hunger program will exceed $346,000 
with this year’s $21,523 contribution.  This year’s total 
contribution now brings the total amount of meals 
donated to over 1.7 million.

Mercer County Farmer and Illinois Farm Bureau 
District 3 Director Jeff Kirwan presented the donation 
of $21,523 to Chris Ford, President and CEO of the 
River Bend Food Bank in Davenport.

“Thanks to the generous donations of thousands of 
bushels of grain to the Bushels for Hunger campaign, 
local farmers worked together to fight hunger in the 
Quad City community with these funds” Kirwan said.

“With heartfelt appreciation, we extend our deepest 
thanks to the Henry, Mercer and Rock Island County 

Farm Bureaus and participating grain elevators, 
for 15 years of unwavering support and generosity 
through the Bushels for Hunger program” said 
Chris Ford, President & CEO of River Bend Food 
Bank.  “Your commitment has helped provide 
1.7 million meals—bringing hope and relief to 
countless individuals in need. Partnering with you 
enables River Bend Food Bank to continue making 
a meaningful LOCAL impact in our community. 
Thank you for being a vital part of our mission—your 
kindness truly makes a difference!”  

The Bushels for Hunger program is a joint program 
coordinated by the Henry, Mercer and Rock Island 
County Farm Bureaus, in conjunction with the 
following area grain elevators and ethanol plants: 
Atkinson Grain, Big River Resources, Cargill, CHS, 
Gold Star FS, Hillsdale Elevator and River Valley 
Cooperative.

Farm Bureau’s “Bushels for Hunger” Marks 1.7 Million 

JOIN OUR SHOP LOCAL DIRECTORY
Whether you are a farmer looking to 
reach new customers or a consumer 
looking for fresh produce, local dairy, 
or a brewery in your area – our Shop 
Local directory is a MUST-HAVE 
resource! Our Shop Local directory 
provides simple yet powerful search 
tools to connect growers, buyers, 
sellers, and consumers. 
Local farmers and specialty 
growers can reach thousands of 
new customers by registering their 
business and adding the Illinois 
Farm Bureau affiliation to their Shop 
Local profile. Users can create an 
e-commerce store, or if the user has 
an already established online store, 
they can embed the link on their profile 
and reach new markets. The more 
information you place on your profile, 
the more searchable you become 
to the consumer and across a joint 
network of affiliations. Businesses will 
also be promoted to all Illinois Farm 

Bureau members through the Abenity 
membership discount program and 
mobile app. 
Because of our partnerships, updating 
your MarketMaker profile enables 
automatic updates across multiple 
platforms, including Illinois Farm 
Bureau, Illinois Specialty Growers 
Association, Illinois Farmers Market 
Association, Farmer Veteran Coalition 
of Illinois, and the newly added Buy 
Fresh Buy Local Illinois. All of these 
affiliations are important ways to 
increase sales and access.
Shop Local is brought to you through 
a partnership with Illinois Farm 
Bureau, in cooperation with the Illinois 
Specialty Growers Association, 
and Illinois MarketMaker. To list 
your business, visit http://www.
ricofarmbureau.org/shop-local.html. 
For questions, contact Tara Mayhew 
at tmayhew@ricofarmbureau.org. 

RURAL NURSE PRACTITIONER 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION AVAILABLE
We are pleased to announce that the 
Illinois Farm Bureau® Rural Nurse 
Practitioner Scholarship Program 
is now open for applications. This 
program offers 15 scholarships, each 
valued at $4,000, to support nurse 
practitioners committed to serving 
rural communities in Illinois.
For over 33 years, this scholarship 
initiative has been instrumental in 
fostering a robust network of rural 
health practitioners, addressing the 
primary healthcare needs in Illinois’ 
rural areas. Scholarship recipients are 
expected to practice in an approved 
rural area within the state for a 
minimum of two years.
Eligibility criteria include being a 
resident of Illinois and either accepted 
into or currently enrolled in an 

accredited Nurse Practitioner Program 
as a Registered Nurse. The Rural 
Illinois Medical Student Assistance 
Program (RIMSAP) proudly funds this 
initiative.
Interested applicants can obtain 
application forms from county Farm 
Bureaus® throughout the state, the 
RIMSAP website at RIMSAP.com, or 
by reaching out to Donna Gallivan, 
Program Manager, at the Illinois 
Farm Bureau, 1701 Towanda Avenue, 
Bloomington, IL 61701. Please note 
that the application deadline is May 1.

For additional information or 
inquiries, please contact  

Donna Gallivan at 309-557-2350 
or via email at dgallivan@ilfb.org.

We want to wish  
everyone a SAFE  
& SUCCESSFUL 
planting season!
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