
DECEMBER

7-10	� IAA Annual Meeting,  
Palmer House Hilton, 
Chicago

16	� RICFB Board of Directors 
meeting

24-25	 �Office closed for Christmas

31	 �Office closed for  
New Years Eve

JANUARY

1	 Office closed for  
	 New Year’s Day

19-21	 QCCA Farm Show

20	 RICFB Board of  
	 Directors meeting

UPCOMING EVENTS

MANAGER’S MINUTE | Year 6 Brings Change
By Tara Mayhew

2025 marks year 
six for me as a 
manager in Rock 
Island County. 
And while that 
means we’ve 
really settled 
in to some of 
our regular 

programming, this year has also 
brought on some big changes. Mia 
Freyermuth started as our Ag Literacy 
Coordinator in June and has been 
doing a wonderful job! We’re back in 
the classrooms with ag lessons, have 
assisted teachers with book grants, 
and provided teachers with numerous 
resources. We have a lot in the works, 

including several high school career 
days, getting our virtual reality lessons 
into classrooms, and hosting a free 
teacher resource open house where 
teachers can browse materials on a 
first come, first serve basis. 

This year, we said goodbye to one of 
our longtime supporters and directors 
of our Foundation, Mr. George Stulz. 
George has been on our Foundation 
Board of Directors since 2010, and in 
2018, started the George and Irene 
Stulz Family Scholarship. This $1,000 
scholarship focuses on students 
specifically looking at careers in 
agriculture, and is awarded to juniors 
and seniors in college. And because of 
the great generosity of the Stulz Family, 

the Foundation received a significant 
beneficiary donation to continue 
the George and Irene Stulz Family 
Scholarship for years to come. George 
truly cared for our students’ educations 
in agriculture and we are grateful for 
the Stulz family support. 

In August, we closed the chapter on 
property management as we sold 
the Farm Bureau building to NexGen 
Development Corp from Port Byron. 
We remain in the same suite as 
tenants, and can now focus 100% of 
our time, efforts and funding to our 
programming. While the transition 
has been smooth, we did suffer 
a fire upstairs in the building on 
November 4th from a furnace that had 

malfunctioned. With the quick response 
of the Moline Fire Department, the 
fire was extinguished quickly without 
causing major damage. We were back 
up and running in our office in a couple 
of days. 

As we close out another year, I want 
to take a minute to thank all of you 
for your continued membership and 
support. We do the work here for you, 
and I am thankful to be your manager. 
Rock Island County is such a unique 
and special place and I have been truly 
welcomed over the last six years. I wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!

~Tara

Do your Christmas 
shopping with us!
Are you looking for some last-
minute Christmas gifts? Come shop 
with us! We have the following 
items available for purchase in our 
office:

- Custom BBQ seasoning
- Cinemark movie tickets
- Rock Island County plat books
- �“Support Your Local Farmer” 

t-shirts
- �2025 Calendars (FREE to members)

And don’t forget to check out our 
Shop Local directory at www.
ricofarmbureau.org/shop-local 
and check out what our local 
producers are selling directly from 
their farms! Still stuck? Consider 
giving the gift of membership. This 
will not only support agriculture 
and Rock Island County Farm 
Bureau programming, but a 
membership will give your special 
someone access to more than 
302,000 member benefits. For 
more information, visit www.
ricofarmbureau.org and click on 
our Member Benefits and Shop 
Local tabs. 

It’s Dues Renewal 
Season!
By now, you have most likely 
received your dues renewal notice 
in the mail. You have several easy 
and convenient ways to pay:

-	Mail with payment to the  
	 remittance address on the  
	 back side of the notice for  
	 the IFB treasury department in  
	 Bloomington

- Visit myifb.org to make payment  
	 online

- Call our office to make payment  
	 over the phone with a credit or  
	 debit card

- Mail with payment to our office to  
	 be processed locally

We are thankful now more 
than ever for your continued 
membership!

Effective January 1, 2024, Federal 
law – the Corporate Transparency 
Act (CTA) – requires certain entities, 
including many farming operations 
and other small businesses, to report 
information about ownership to 
the Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network (FinCEN). The CTA was 
originally passed to combat money 
laundering and organized crime 
funding, through numerous actions, 
including Beneficial Ownership 
Information (BOI) filing to FinCEN.

This filing requirement may affect 
nearly 5,000 farming operations in 
Illinois, including many family farms 
and partnerships. However, less than 

11% of eligible businesses nationwide 
have filed their BOI. Those who don’t 
report BOI to FinCEN by the January 1, 
2025, deadline* or who fail to update 
information in the future could face 
civil ($591 per day of violation)1 and 
criminal penalties (up to two years 
imprisonment and a fine of up to 
$10,000).

Please use the resources at https://
ilfb.org/ifb-in-action/what-were-
working-on/economic-well-being/
beneficial-ownership-information-
reporting/ to help understand if you 
are required to report this information 
or seek additional information from a 
lawyer or accountant. 

WE WANT TO WISH ALL OF  
OUR MEMBERS A VERY MERRY 

CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Our office will be closed  

Dec 24-25 and Dec 31-Jan 1.

Are you in compliance 
with Beneficial 
Ownership Reporting 
Requirements?

What Farmers 
Need to know...
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