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It sure seems
like every year
comes faster
and faster
when | sit down
to write this.
It's been an
incredibly busy
and successful
year, but not without its challenges.

Let’s focus on a few positives:

A big win for Rock Island County
Farm Bureau was the adoption of
the Allies in Ag resolution from the
county board. This resolution was
specific to Rock Island County with
information tailored to our county
data. The resolution and Allies
in Ag program background were
presented to the Health, Governance
and Administration Committee in

MANAGER'’S MINUTE

by Tara Mayhew

teachers and students. She reached
new classrooms and teachers and
did a phenomenal job growing our
AITC reach. We will miss her as she
makes the move to her fiancé’s farm
in Hancock County and hope to get
her position filled quickly. Thanks for
everything, Mia!

e Once again, we're coming home
from IAA Annual Meeting with some
top program awards. | can't wait to
share more about those in our annual
meeting recap in our January news!

We've got some exciting things planned
ahead! We'll be focusing a lot on our
legislative efforts as we continue

to push for a farm bill. We've got
several programs planned revolving
around mental health and wellness,
both locally and regionally. We've got
some fun consumer engagement and
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“UNLOCK YOUR PERSONALIZED
ROADMAP TO SUCCESSION SUCCESS”

Henry, Mercer & Rock Island County
Farm Bureaus to Host Farm Succession
Planning Workshop

Is your farm future-ready? Join us

for an exclusive, full-day workshop
designed to help farm families build

a clear, confident path forward for
future generations. Led by UnCommon
Farms’ Mike Downey, an expert

in farm succession planning. This
hands-on session provides actionable
strategies to transform your plans
from overwhelming to organized. The
approach is designed to be personalized
for the needs of your farming operation.

The day-long workshop, with important
information for your entire farm family,
will be held on Friday, February 20,
2026; 9:00am- 4:00pm at Lavender
Crest Winery, 5401 US Hwy 6, Colona, IL.

Workshop highlights will include:

e The Common Traits of Highly
Successful Farm Transitions

e Strong Business and Family
Foundations

* Business Continuity and Governance

e Management and Leadership
Transition

e Family Harmony and Communication

e Estate Planning and Wealth
Preservation

* Your Personal Roadmap to Succession

Registration fee is $40 per person,
and includes the full day’'s workshop,
materials, light breakfast and lunch. A
Farm Bureau membership within the
farm family is required for attendance.
Registration deadline is February 16 -
contact the Rock Island County Farm
Bureau at (309) 736-7432 or email

May, and sailed through committee
unanimously. The following week,

we presented to the full board, which
again, passed unanimously. This

was a big win with the county board
showing its support for agriculture in
Rock Island County and becoming our
Allies in Agriculture.

outreach events in the works, and a tri-
county succession planning workshop
scheduled in February.

| find it hard to believe that | will
celebrate my seven-year anniversary
here in Rock Island County in January.
In that time, we've had new members
and Young Leaders become engaged,
new directors join our board, staff
retire and move on, and a whole lot of
changes within the organization. As
we look ahead, we will tackle changes
and challenges head-on, and most
importantly, continue to work with our
members on what's important to them.
Thanks for another great year!

* We had a tremendous year with
Ag In The Classroom! Mia jumped
in head first and expanded not
only her classroom visits, but our
classroom incubator program as
well. Our virtual reality lessons were
introduced into a few classrooms,
and we received great feedback from

IT'S DUES RENEWAL SEASON!

By now, you have received your dues renewal notice in the mail. You have several
easy and convenient ways to pay:

¢ Mail with payment to the remittance address on the back side of the notice for the
IFB treasury department in Bloomington. When you flip the remittance slip over,
the address fits in the envelop window.

 Visit myifb.org or scan the QR code on the renewal to make payment online.

¢ Call our office to make payment over the phone with a credit/debit card or bank
account information.

¢ Mail with payment to our office to be processed locally.

We are thankful now more than ever for your continued membership!

UPCOMING EVENTS

DECEMBER JANUARY
Office closed for New Year's
QCCA Farm Show

RICFB Board of Directors
meeting

Delegate Listening Session

IAA Annual Meeting, Hyatt
Regency, Chicago

RICFB Board of Directors

meeting Deadline to register for

Office closed for Christmas Shades of Ireland travel program

Women’'s Mental Health
program — more info to come!

Young Leader Meeting

Bushels for Hunger _
campaign ends Everything Local

Conference, Springfield
Office closed for

New Year's Eve

tmayhew@ricofarmbureau.org.

BUSHELS
"R HUNGER

September 1 - December 31
(hand total Since 2010

$346,149

equaling 1,730,744 million meals.

Tell your participating elevator
that you would like to donate.

Atkinson Grain
Big River Resources
Cargill
CHS Annawan
Gold Star FS
River Valley Cooperative
Hillsdale Elevator

Proceeds benefit the
River Bend Food Bank

Sponsored by the Henry, Mercer,
and Rock Island County Farm Bureaus

DO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING WITH US!

Are you looking for some last-minute Christmas gifts?
Come shop with us! We have the following items available for
purchase in our office:

CUSTOM BBQ
SEASONING

CINEMARK MOVIE
TICKETS

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY
PLAT BOOKS

2026 CALENDARS
(FREE T0 OUR MEMBERS)

And don't forget to check out our Shop Local directory at www.ricofarmbureau.
org/shop-local and check out what our local producers are selling directly from
their farms! Still stuck? Consider giving the gift of membership. This will not only
support agriculture and Rock Island County Farm Bureau programming, but a
membership will give your special someone access to more than 302,000 member
benefits. For more information, visit www.ricofarmbureau.org and click on our
Member Benefits and Shop Local tabs.
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