
JANUARY

1-2............Office closed for New Year’s

5...............Women in Ag Conference
registration opens

18-20.......QCCA Farm Show

19.............RICFB Board of Directors 
meeting

23.............Deadline to register for 
“Strong Enough to Bend”

26.............Deadline to register for 
Shades of Ireland travel 
program

29.............Women’s Mental Health
program – Strong Enough 
to Bend

28-30.......Everything Local 
Conference, Springfield

FEBRUARY

16.............RICFB Board of Directors 
meeting

16.............Deadline to register for 
Succession Success 
program

17.............Governmental Affairs 
Leadership Conference

20.............Unlock Your Personalized 
Roadmap to Succession 
Success

28.............Mercer – Rock Island Young 
Leaders trivia night

28.............Last day to register for WIA 
Conference at discounted 
price

UPCOMING EVENTS

STRONG ENOUGH TO BEND; TURNING 
BREAKDOWNS INTO BREAKTHROUGHS!
Join us for a fun, informative night for the ladies that live and work in agriculture. 
Women in ag are tough. We carry families, farms and futures on our backs. But 
real strength isn’t about never breaking; it’s about being brave enough to bend 
before you snap. Join us on Thursday, January 29 at 6:00pm at Black Hawk College 
East Campus Auditorium, Building A, 26230 Black Hawk Rd, Galva with featured 
speaker Adrienne DeSutter, ag mental health specialist with Sow Hope Grow 
Hope as she presents on the celebration of the women who hold it all together 
– even when they’re running on caffeine and sheer willpower – and a reminder 
that vulnerability isn’t weakness, it’s leadership. Together we will laugh, exhale, 
and find tools to care for ourselves and the people we love. You’ll leave feeling 
grounded, hopeful, and remembering that strong women don’t do it all – we do 
what matters…with grit, grace, and a whole lot of girl power. Coffee and desserts 
provided. There is no cost to attend, but please RSVP by Jan 23 to the Rock Island 
County Farm Bureau at 309-736-7432 or tmayhew@ricofarmbureau.org. This 
program is sponsored by the Henry, Stark, Rock Island, Bureau, Knox Mercer and 
Marshall-Putnam County Farm Bureaus.

RICFB RECOGNIZED DURING IAA ANNUAL MEETING 
Rock Island County Farm Bureau was 
recently recognized for its outstanding 
programing during the 111th Annual 
Meeting of the Illinois Farm Bureau.

At its annual meeting, IFB recognizes 
outstanding achievement by individual 
members and County Farm Bureaus 
(CFBs). Counties compete for awards 
with other counties of similar 
membership size. 

Awards were evaluated under the 
County Activities of Excellence (CAE) 
program. The CAE program recognizes 
CFBs for program excellence, 
encourages and assists CFBs in setting 
goals and priorities, inspires and 
promotes innovative programming 
to meet member needs, promotes 
programming in key areas and provides 
a resource to counties for the purpose 
of developing new programs. CAE 
recognized programs carried out 
between Sept. 1, 2024, and Aug. 31, 
2025. 

The Excellence Awards are given to 
the county with the most outstanding 
project for each program area. A gold, 
silver and bronze Excellence Award 
was given in each membership group 
and program area. The eight program 
areas are: Ag Literacy, Farm Income 
and Development, Health and Safety, 
Advocacy, Local Affairs, Engagement 
and Outreach, Membership Value and 
Foundations and Fundraising. 

During the awards ceremony, we were 
awarded the following for our program 
efforts:

GOLD

•	 Ag Literacy - AITC Meets VR (ag 
virtual reality lessons)

•	 Local Affairs - Women in Agriculture 
Conference

SILVER

•	 Membership Value - Farm Show 
Member Appreciation

BRONZE

•	 Farm Income & Development - Market 
Outlook Series with Henry and 
Mercer County Farm Bureau

During our district caucus, we 
celebrated Jeff Kirwan as he tenured 
off the IAA board. Our delegates elected 
Brian Corkill from Henry County as 
our new director. We heard legislative 
updates from Rep Dan Swanson and 
Rep Norine Hammond. And we hope you 
heard us on WRMJ for our interviews!

Our delegates also helped set policy 
and bylaws for the 2026 year, as well as 
electing our organization’s leadership. 
A special thanks to Marty McManus, 
Dennis VanDaele and Christina Martin 
Reid for serving as our delegates, and 
to Trent Uphoff for serving as alternate. 

It was great to catch up with members 
from across the state and be part of our 
organization’s grassroots efforts!

Attending the QCCA Farm Show? 
Stop by our booth to show your membership card and receive a 
voucher for a FREE pulled pork sandwich from the concession stand! 

We’ll have membership information, goodies, a chance to put your name in 
our drawing, and the opportunity to visit with our leadership. If manager Tara 
is around, you can even pay your dues! The Farm Show runs Jan 18-20 at the 
QCCA Expo Center.

TARA BARRETT-DUZAN, “THE FARMERS DAUGHTER”, 
TO HEADLINE WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE CONFERENCE
The Women in Agriculture Conference committee is excited for the 2026, Women in 
Agriculture Conference. Tara Barrett-Duzan, “The Farmers Daughter” will headline 
for the annual Women in Agriculture Conference in Rock Island on Friday, March 
27, 2026. Tara Barrett-Duzan is a former news anchor turned farmer, whose 
journey from the newsroom to the fields is a powerful testament of love, loss, and 
legacy. She shares her journey to encourage other women in agriculture to lead 
boldly, no matter how uncertain the path.

Our Mid-Day Panel consists of Dr. Josie Rudolphi and Adrienne DeSutter of 
Sow Hope, Grow Hope and their take on “Focus on the Female”. “For women in 
agriculture, the work doesn’t end in the field-it stretches across the kitchen table, 
the books, the barn, and the family.”

To round out the day the closing speaker, Emily Reuschel, is a passionate advocate 
for the leaders, dreamers, and changemakers of rural communities and beyond. 
Known for her ability to challenge the status quo, Emily empowers women to break 
free from limiting beliefs, step into their authentic power, and create meaningful 
impact in their lives and communities. As the host of the Wild & Waking podcast 
and the facilitator of transformative retreats, workshops, and virtual communities.

The conference also features a wide range of dynamic breakout sessions, covering 
everything from strategic tax planning and legal considerations to building your 
business and expanding your vision. Whether you’re focused on practical tools or 
big-picture growth, there’s truly something for everyone.

Pre-registration for the event begins on January 5, 2026. More details can be 
found at womeninagricultureconference.com. This Conference is sponsored by the 
Farm Bureau Women in Agriculture Conference Committee.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS OPEN
The Rock Island County Farm Bureau Foundation is pleased to 
announce the 2026 scholarship application period is open. Applications 
will open early January and are due by 4 p.m. Friday, March 13, 2026. 
For more information on available scholarships, guidelines and 
application, visit www.ricofarmbureau.org/scholarships.html.
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