
MARCH
1................�Price increase for WIA 

Conference registration

4................�Rules for the Road, Aledo 
Fire Station

5................�Deadline to register for 
Market Outlook

6................�Freezer Meal orders due

12..............�Market Outlook featuring 
Darin Newsom

13..............�RICFB Foundation 
scholarship applications due

16..............�RICFB Board of Directors 
meeting

20..............�Deadline to register for 
Women in Ag Conference

23..............�Freezer Meal pickup

25..............�RICFB Foundation Board of 
Directors meeting

27..............Women in Ag Conference

28..............�Large Animal Rescue 
Operations Course, BHE

APRIL
20..............�RICFB Board of Directors 

meeting

22..............�UTHS Career Fair 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Area farmers are helping local families with a donation to the River Bend Food 
Bank through the Bushels for Hunger program for the 16th straight year.  After 16 
years, total contributions by the Bushels for Hunger program will exceed $354,000 
with this year’s $8,369 contribution.  This year’s total contribution now brings the 
total amount of meals donated to over 1.77 million.

Mercer County Farmer, Jeff Kirwan and Gold Star FS Grain Department Manager, 
Mike Secymore, presented the donation of $8,369 to Chris Ford, President and CEO 
of the River Bend Food Bank in Davenport.

“Thanks to the generous donations of thousands of bushels of grain to the Bushels 
for Hunger campaign, local farmers worked together to fight hunger in the Quad 
City community with these funds” Kirwan said.

“With heartfelt appreciation, we extend our deepest thanks to the Henry, Mercer 
and Rock Island County Farm Bureaus and participating grain elevators, for 16 
years of unwavering support and generosity through the Bushels for Hunger 
program” said Chris Ford, President and CEO of River Bend Food Bank.  “Your 
commitment has helped provide over 1.7 million meals—bringing hope and relief 
to countless individuals in need.  Partnering with you enables River Bend Food 
Bank to continue making a meaningful LOCAL impact in our community.  Thank you 
for being a vital part of our mission—your kindness truly makes a difference!”  

The Bushels for Hunger program is a joint program coordinated by the Henry, 
Mercer and Rock Island County Farm Bureaus, in conjunction with the following 
area grain elevators and ethanol plants: Atkinson Grain, Big River Resources, 
Cargill, CHS Annawan, Gold Star FS, Hillsdale Elevator and River Valley 
Cooperative.

My name is Macy Hoag, and I had 
the opportunity to attend the 2026 
Young Leaders Conference in Peoria, 
Illinois, sponsored by Farm Bureau. 
The conference provided valuable 
leadership development opportunities 
while highlighting the role Farm 
Bureau plays in supporting and 
advocating for agriculture and its 
members.

The conference began Friday evening 
with a keynote presentation by Nikki 
Joiner, who shared strategies for 
creating resumes that are clear, 
focused, and appealing to recruiters. 
On Saturday, Lance Weaver delivered 
a keynote address on succession 
planning, an important topic for the 
future of family farms and agricultural 
businesses. Following the keynote, 
attendees participated in a variety of 
breakout sessions.

The sessions I attended included 
Building an Online Brand: Engaging 
Consumers Where They Are, which 
focused on effectively communicating 
agriculture’s story through social 
media; Connected & Overloaded, 
which addressed the impact of 
technology and the importance 
of finding balance in a connected 
world; Speaking With Confidence, 
which emphasized developing strong 
communication skills for television 
and radio interviews; and Turning 
Risk into Resilience, which explored 

the many risks facing agriculture and 
strategies to manage them.

In addition to educational sessions, 
the conference offered networking 
opportunities with fellow Farm 
Bureau members, including a Glow 
Party Trivia Night. Overall, the 
Young Leaders Conference was an 
informative and rewarding experience. 
I made meaningful connections and 
gained valuable insight into current 
agricultural issues. I am grateful to 
Farm Bureau for the opportunity to 
attend and would highly recommend 
this conference to other members.

Join County Farm Bureaus on Saturday, March 28 at 9:00 a.m. at Black Hawk East in 
Galva for an 8-hour rescue course targeted at first responders in the area.

This class is being designed to bring operations level information to Illinois 
emergency first responders in the area of large animal rescue. Responders include 
but are not limited to members for fire, police, EMS, sheriff departments, DNR and 
Forest Preserve Officers. A course completion certificate will be given at the end of 
the event.

Large animals will include but are not limited to horses, cows, pigs, sheep, lamas 
and alpacas; however, the horse and cow will be used as the teaching model.

The course will cover the following subjects: classroom review of L.A.R.A. 
information, Animal haltering drills, and basic rescue drag drills, rescue glide drills, 
trailer safety inspections, simple vertical lifts drills, and more.

Funding is currently being secured for the event in the effort to offer it free or at a 
very low cost for each department. For more information or to register contact the 
Rock Island County Farm Bureau at 309-736-7432 or tmayhew@ricofarmbureau.org.

The Women in Agriculture Conference 
committee is excited for the 2026, 
Women in Agriculture Conference. Tara 
Barrett-Duzan, “The Farmers Daughter” 
will headline for the annual Women in 
Agriculture Conference in Rock Island 
on Friday, March 27, 2026. Tara Barrett-

Duzan is a former 
news anchor turned 
farmer, whose 
journey from the 
newsroom to the 
fields is a powerful 
testament of love, 
loss, and legacy. She 
shares her journey 
to encourage other 
women in agriculture 
to lead boldly, no 
matter how uncertain 
the path.

Our Mid-Day Panel consists of Dr. Josie 
Rudolphi and Adrienne DeSutter of Sow 
Hope, Grow Hope and their take on “Focus 
on the Female”. “For women in agriculture, 
the work doesn’t end in the field-it 
stretches across the kitchen table, the 
books, the barn, and the family.”

To round out the day the closing 
speaker, Emily Reuschel, is a passionate 
advocate for the leaders, dreamers, and 
changemakers of rural communities and 
beyond. Known for her ability to challenge 
the status quo, Emily empowers women 
to break free from limiting beliefs, step 
into their authentic power, and create 
meaningful impact in their lives and 
communities. As the host of the Wild & 
Waking podcast and the facilitator of 
transformative retreats, workshops, and 
virtual communities.

The conference also features a wide range 
of dynamic breakout sessions, covering 
everything from strategic tax planning 
and legal considerations to building your 
business and expanding your vision. 
Whether you’re focused on practical 
tools or big-picture growth, there’s truly 
something for everyone.

Pre-registration for the event is now 
open. More details can be found at 
womeninagricultureconference.com. This 
Conference is sponsored by the Farm 
Bureau Women in Agriculture Conference 
Committee.

BUSHELS FOR HUNGER GRAIN DRIVES 
MAKES 16TH YEAR DONATION

YOUNG LEADER CONFERENCE PROVIDES VALUE

TARA BARRETT-DUZAN, “THE FARMERS DAUGHTER”, 
TO HEADLINE WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE CONFERENCE

LARGE ANIMAL RESCUE OPERATIONS COURSE OFFERED 
TO EMERGENCY RESPONDERS

Pictured L-R: Mike Secymore, Gold Star FS Grain Department Manager; Chris Ford, President and CEO of 
River Bend Food Bank; Jeff Kirwan, Mercer County farmer; Gretchen Nollman, Director of Operations and 
Food Sourcing for River Bend Food Bank; and Jenny Colvin, Vice President of River Bend Food Bank.
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