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“Bushels for Hunger” Grain Drive Kicks off 15th Year

The Bushels for Hunger program is
kicking off its 15th year of area farmers
helping local families. Farmers can
donate bushels of grain at participating
elevators from October 1, 2024 until
January 31, 2025. Proceeds from grain
sales will benefit River Bend Food
Bank and food pantries throughout

the Quad City area. Since 2010, area
farmers have donated over $324,000
and provided over 1.6 million meals to
those in need.

Mercer County farmer and Illinois Farm
Bureau District 3 Director Jeff Kirwan

is excited about the continued efforts of
the campaign. “Fifteen years after its
start, the Bushels for Hunger campaign
is as strong as ever. Our local farmers
continue to support the program and
generously donate bushels of grain

to help fight hunger in the Quad City
communities,” Kirwan says.

“We are grateful for our farmers who
continue to support the program,”
said Tara Mayhew, Manager of Rock
Island County Farm Bureau. “We have
formed such a great partnership with
River Bend Food Bank, our local grain

elevators and ethanol plants, and our
farmers to help fight food insecurities
right here in our own communities.”

The Bushels for Hunger program

is a joint program coordinated by

the following three Illinois County
Farm Bureaus: Rock Island, Henry,

and Mercer in conjunction with the
following area grain elevators and
ethanol plants: Atkinson Grain, Big
River Resources, Cargill, CHS, Gold Star
FS, Hillsdale Elevator, and River Valley
Cooperative. For more information,
contact your local County Farm Bureau.

Grants Promote Ag Literacy For Rock Island County
Youth Through Agriculture In The Classroom

The Illinois Agriculture in the
Classroom (IAITC) program remains

a trusted teacher resource for
educating Rock Island County children
about connections to agriculture. The
program received funding to continue
classroom lessons thanks to IAA
Foundation grants to local county
coalitions.

Eighty-one coalitions serving 88 Illinois
counties were awarded $647,000

in grant dollars which can be used

for materials, training, educational
lessons, and activities taking place
during the 2024-2025 school year.
“Providing these grants ensures
teachers have a local connection

and access to engaging resources to
integrate accurate agricultural content
into their classrooms,” said Kevin
Daugherty, education director, IAITC.

Last school year, 634,314 students and
48,380 teachers engaged in ag literacy
lessons through IAITC. County AITC
programs presented 32,232 individual
programs throughout the state, an
average of 400 per coalition.

“Our local AITC programming has
really taken off this year since Mia
Freyermuth started in her new role
as Ag Literacy coordinator,” said Tara
Mayhew, manager of the Rock Island
County Farm Bureau. “She’s been
doing a great job with classroom
presentations and teacher lessons, so
the increase in grant funding for our
program has been essential.”

County coalition grants are made
possible through funding from the
IAA Foundation, the charitable arm
of the Illinois Farm Bureau. The IAA
Foundation raises funds for the IAITC
program each year, and in addition to
county grants, provides funding for
Ag Mags, teacher grants, Summer Ag
Academies, and more.

“Consistent and sustainable funding

is key for IAITC to have great results,”
said Susan Moore, director, |IAA
Foundation. “And knowing that so many
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Illinois students are making stronger
connections to agriculture drives our
donors to keep making ag literacy a

priority, and we are grateful for that.”

Partner organizations of IAITC include
Illinois Farm Bureau, Facilitating
Coordination in Agricultural Education,
University of Illinois Extension,

Illinois Beef Association, Illinois

Corn Marketing Board, Illinois Pork
Producers Association, Illinois Soybean
Association, Midwest Dairy Association,
Illinois Department of Agriculture

and the Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts.

In addition, annual donors include
agribusiness partners and individuals
with an interest in supporting the future
of agriculture. For information on how
individuals can contribute, or to view a
listing of all major donors, visit www.
iaafoundation.org. For information on
IAITC, visit www.agintheclassroom.org.
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October 1 - January 31
Since 2010

$324 626

1,623,128 million meals.

Tell your participating elevator that
you would like to donate.

Proceeds benefit the

River Bend Food Bank

Our office will be closed Nov. 28-29.

UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER

RICFB Foundation Board
of Directors meeting

Registration deadline
for Market Outlook

Section 3 FFA
Acquaintance Day

Market Outlook featuring
Matt Bennett

18 RICFB Board of Directors
meeting

28-29 Office closed for
Thanksgiving
DECEMBER

7-10  IAA Annual Meeting,
Palmer House Hilton,
Chicago

RICFB Board of Directors
meeting

Office closed for Christmas

Office closed for
New Years Eve

Do your Christmas
shopping with us!

Are you looking for some last-
minute Christmas gifts? Come shop
with us! We have the following
items available for purchase in our
office:

- Custom BBAQ seasoning

- Cinemark movie tickets

- Rock Island County plat books

- “Support Your Local Farmer”
t-shirts

- 2025 Calendars (FREE to members)

And don't forget to check out our
Shop Local directory at www.
ricofarmbureau.org/shop-local
and check out what our local
producers are selling directly from
their farms! Still stuck? Consider
giving the gift of membership. This
will not only support agriculture
and Rock Island County Farm
Bureau programming, but a
membership will give your special
someone access to more than
302,000 member benefits. For
more information, visit www.
ricofarmbureau.org and click on
our Member Benefits and Shop
Local tabs.

7

Want to stay up to date with upcoming events? Send us your email to accounts@ricofarmbureau.org and like us on Facebook!
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