" October 2025

BUSHELS
Ok HUNGER

September 1 - December 31
Ghand total Since 2010

$346,149

equaling 1,730,744 million meals.

Tell your participating elevator
that you would like to donate.

Atkinson Grain
Big River Resources
Cargill
CHS Annawan
Gold Star FS
River Valley Cooperative
Hillsdale Elevator

Proceeds benefit the
River Bend Food Bank
Sponsored by the Henry, Mercer,
and Rock Island County Farm Bureaus
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“BUSHELS FOR HUNGER” GRAIN DRIVE KICKS OFF 16TH YEAR

16th Annual § > l.

The Bushels for Hunger program is kicking

off its 16th year of area farmers helping local
families. Farmers can donate bushels of grain at
participating elevators from September 1, 2025
until December 31, 2025. Proceeds from grain
sales will benefit River Bend Food Bank and food
pantries throughout the Quad City area. Since
2010, area farmers have donated over $346,000
and provided over 1.7 million meals to those in
need.

Mercer County farmer and Illinois Farm Bureau
District 3 Director Jeff Kirwan is excited about
the continued efforts of the campaign. “Sixteen
years after its start, the Bushels for Hunger
campaign is as strong as ever. Our local farmers
continue to support the program and generously
donate bushels of grain to help fight hunger in
the Quad City communities,” Kirwan says.

“We are grateful for our farmers who continue
to support the program,” said Tara Mayhew,
Manager of Rock Island County Farm Bureau.
“We have formed such a great partnership with
River Bend Food Bank, our local grain elevators
and ethanol plants, and our farmers to help
fight food insecurities right here in our own
communities.”

The Bushels for Hunger program is a joint
program coordinated by the following three
Illinois County Farm Bureaus: Rock Island, Henry,
and Mercer in conjunction with the following
area grain elevators and ethanol plants: Atkinson
Grain, Big River Resources, Cargill, CHS, Gold
Star FS, Hillsdale Elevator, and River Valley
Cooperative. For more information, contact your
local County Farm Bureau.

NAOMI BLOHM, TOTAL FARM MARKETING

Naomi Blohm, Senior Market
Advisor, Total Farm Marketing,

will be the featured speaker on
Thursday, November 13, 2025 at
6:15 p.m. at Lavender Crest Winery,
5401 US Highway 6, Colona. Dinner
will be served, followed by the local
grain market update from Tom
Parchert of River Valley Cooperative.
Reservations are required and
must be made by November 6 to
guarantee your attendance.

Naomi Blohm is a specialist at
helping farmers understand how to
manage their cash marketing needs.
In addition, she
helps them
understand

the importance
of managing
basis,

delivery point
considerations,
cash flow
needs and
storage
capacity. She
also assists
with explaining,
implementing, and managing futures
and options strategies for clients.

Naomi Blohm

Naomi earned her Bachelor of Arts
in Political Science with a minor
in Agriculture Business at the

University of Wisconsin in Platteville.

She has a Master of Science in Adult
Education with an emphasis in Ag
Economics, University of Wisconsin,
Platteville, and a Master Certificate
in Global Education, University of
Wisconsin, Oshkosh.

Additional dates and speakers for
the 2025-2026 series include:

e March 12, 2026 — Darin Newsom,
Darin Newsom Analysis

e June 30, 2026 - Kristi Van Ahn-

Kjeseth, Van Ahn and Company, Inc.

Cost for the series is $90.00 and

a single session is $35.00 (if not
pre-registered, cost will be $40.00).
To make reservations, please
contact the Rock Island County Farm
Bureau at (309) 736-7432 or email
tmayhew@ricofarmbureau.org.

The Market Outlook Series is
sponsored by the Henry, Mercer and
Rock Island County Farm Bureau
Marketing Committees and the
following: Gold Star FS, COUNTRY
Financial, BankORION, Alan

Davis - COUNTRY Crop Insurance
Specialist, Central Bank, River
Valley Cooperative, Wyffels Hybrids,
Big River Resources, Hertz Farm
Management, State Bank of Toulon,
IAA Credit Union, Blackhawk Bank &
Trust.

RICFB SETS GOALS FOR THE "25-26
PROGRAM YEAR

The Rock Island County Farm Bureau has set their goals for the 2025-
2026 program year. Goals are determined by member feedback from
surveys in election ballots, vision of the RICFB board of directors, and
member conversations throughout the year.

The 2025-2026 program year goals are as follows:

- Enhance our engagement with our elected officials by hosting
seasonal farm visits and annual legislative meeting open to RICFB
members.

- Develop a program or workshop revolving around farm succession,
transition and estate planning for our farm members and their
families.

- Expand on a farm and rural mental health awareness program for
the youth in our county by working with local 4-H Clubs and FFA
Chapters, with a focus on activities and tips for coping with stress and
anxiety.

- Present our AITC Virtual Reality lessons in at least 15 classrooms
throughout the 25-26 school year.

- Create and expand our Consumer Engagement events to promote a
positive image of agriculture to the public and our non-ag consumers.

We have 2026 calendars in our office! Please enjoy a complimentary
antique tractor or barn calendar while supplies last!

UPCOMING EVENTS

OCTOBER Market Outlook featuring

Naomi Blohm

RICFB Board of Directors
meeting

Section 3 FFA Leadership
Training School

RICFB Foundation Board of
Directors meeting

RICFB Board of Directors
meeting

Wheat Development Board
Elections — RICFB Office

NOVEMBER

Deadline to register for
Market Outlook

Office closed for Thanksgiving
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