
OCTOBER - PORK MONTH
1	 Registration for IAA Annual 	
	 Meeting opens
12-15	� Our Manager Tara will be on 

the Managers to Washington 
Trip

19 	 RICFB Board of Directors 		
	 Meeting
NOVEMBER
5	� Deadline to register for 

Market Outlook
10	 RICFB Foundation Board of 	
	 Directors Meeting
12	� Section 3 FFA Leadership 

Training School & 
Aquaintance Day program

12	� Market Outlook featuring 
Jim McCormick

16	 RICFB Board of Directors 		
	 Meeting
18	� Travel Program info Meeting 

at HCFB
26-27	� Office closed for 

Thanksgiving

UPCOMING EVENTS

WANT STAY UP TO DATE WITH EVENTS? SEND US YOUR EMAIL TO ACCOUNTS@RICOFARMBUREAU.ORG AND LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

MARKET OUTLOOK SEMINAR FEATURING JIM MCCORMICK, AGMARKET.NET

October 2026 Editor: Tara Mayhew

1601 52nd Ave • Ste 3 • Moline, IL 61265-6389 • (309) 736-7432 • www.ricofarmbureau.org

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY FARM BUREAU

NEWS
Monday, October 12, 2026 Rock Island County Farm Bureau

Jim McCormick, 

COO & Founding 

Partner of 

AgMarket.

Net, will be 

the featured 

speaker on 

Thursday, 

November 12 

at 6:15 p.m. at 

Lavender Crest 

Winery, 5401 

US Highway 6, Colona.  Dinner will be served, 

followed by the local grain market update from 

Tom Parchert of River Valley Cooperative. 

Reservations are required and must be made 

by November 5 to guarantee your attendance. 

Jim McCormick is Co-Founder and Chief 

Operating Officer of AgMarket.Net®, the Farm 

Division of John Stewart and Associates. With 

more than three decades in the agricultural 

industry, Jim has built deep expertise across 

the grain, livestock, and energy markets, 

serving individual and commercial clients 

nationwide as a commodity broker.

Jim specializes in designing effective risk-

management and marketing strategies—

drawing on futures, options, forward 

contracting and one-on-one consulting—to give 

clients the tools and confidence to navigate 

volatile markets and make informed decisions. 

An Indiana native and Purdue University 

graduate with a degree in Agricultural Business 

Management, he began his career as a grain 

merchandiser before moving into commodity 

brokerage. That commercial background 

continues to shape how he reads the market 

from both sides of the trade.

A sought-after voice on agricultural markets 

and economic conditions, Jim has spoken 

across the country to farmers, producers, farm 

groups, seed companies and journalists. His 

analysis and commentary appear regularly on 

local and national broadcasts, including AgDay, 

U.S. Farm Report, RFD-TV, RFD Radio Network, 

Market Day Report, Cow Guy Close, This 

Week in AgriBusiness, AgriTalk, Agriculture 

of America, Market Talk, Brownfield, the CME 

Group, Bloomberg, Reuters, Farm Futures, Iowa 

AgriBusiness Radio Network and Commodity 

Week.

Jim works out of the Barrington, IL office. He 

and his wife, Stacy, have two grown children 

and reside outside Chicago.

Additional dates and speakers for the 2026-

2027 series include:

•    March 11, 2027 – Dr. Steve Johnson

•    July 1, 2027 – Matthew Kruse, CommStock 	

      Investments

Cost for the series is $90.00 and a single 

session is $35.00 (if not pre-registered, 

cost will be $40.00). To make reservations, 

please contact the Rock Island County Farm 

Bureau at (309) 335-5488 or email tmayhew@

ricofarmbureau.org.  

The Market Outlook Series is coordinated by 

the Henry, Mercer and Rock Island County Farm 

Bureau Marketing Committees and sponsored 

by CoBank, Gold Star FS, BankORION, McManus 

Seed, Big River Resources LLC, Central Bank, 

River Valley Cooperative, Wyffels Hybrids, 

Hertz Farm Management, IAA Credit Union and 

State Bank of Toulon.

RICFB BOARD OF DIRECTORS SETS GOALS FOR ’26-27 YEAR
The Rock Island County Farm Bureau Board of Directors set their goals for the ’26-
27 program year at their August meeting. Goals are created from member survey 
results, current local affairs, and conversations with our members about topics that 
are important to them and their farms. The ’26-27 program goals are as follows:

Goal #1 

Enhance our engagement with our elected officials by hosting seasonal farm visits 
and annual legislative meeting open to RICFB members.

Goal #2 

Hold educational workshop(s) for our members on renewable energy standards 
(including wind, solar, battery energy storage systems) so our members understand 
the permitting and legal process of these projects.

Goal #3 

Expand our Shop Local Directory by adding new producers/growers to our local 
listing.

Goal #4 

Hire an Ag Literacy Coordinator and present our AITC Virtual Reality lessons in at 
least 10 classrooms throughout the 26-27 school year. 

Goal #5 

Create and expand our Consumer Engagement events to promote a positive image 
of agriculture to the public and our non-ag consumers.

In 2018, George Stulz founded the George 
& Irene Stulz Family Scholarship, which 
aimed to provide financial support for 
students enrolled as full-time junior or 
senior at a four-year university with an 
agricultural degree focus. The family’s 
wishes are to assist and support student(s) 
who demonstrate financial need, strong 
involvement in the farm and/or agriculture 
field, while also fulfilling a full academic 
course load. Since its inception, the George 
& Irene Family Scholarship has awarded 
$14,000 to numerous deserving students 
meeting that criteria. 

George is a former member of the Rock 
Island County Farm Bureau Board of 
Directors and served on the RICFB 
Foundation Board of Directors until his 
passing in 2024. George and Irene were 
inducted into the RICFB Foundation Hall 
of Fame in 2012. Upon George’s passing, 
over $15,600 were donated to the RICFB 
Foundation to help continue the Stulz 
Family Scholarship. Those donations were 
a combination of dollars from George’s 
charitable fund and individual memorials. 

We recently received a call from George 
and Irene’s daughter, Susan, that they 
wanted to donate additional funds from the 
Stacers farm estate. The amount they chose 
to donate is an astonishing $25,000, which 
will keep the George & Irene Stulz Family 
Scholarship going for many years to come. 
In a note from the estate, Susan writes 
“They both, but especially Mom, would be 
so happy. Both wanted to go to college, but, 
as first-generation Americans, there was 
no means at the time.” What a wonderful 
tribute to help future students achieve that 
dream. We are extremely grateful for the 
generosity of George and Irene, along with 
their family, for continuing to support our 
Foundation and the education of our young 
people going into agriculture. Thank you!

TRAVEL TO TUSCANY 
WITH FARM BUREAU
Rock Island County Farm Bureau is 

heading to Tuscany in June 2027.  Join 

other members on a guided tour of this 

beautiful region of Italy. We will visit 

vineyards and a farm with goats used 

to make cheese plus so much more.  

An informational meeting will happen 

on November 18th at 6pm at the Henry 

County Farm Bureau Office.  Scan the QR 

code below to find out more information 

and register. For additional questions, 

please contact Christina Zobrist, Tour 

Coordinator, at czobrist1119@gmail.com

GEORGE & IRENE STULZ FAMILY DONATES $25,000 TO 
FOUNDATION FOR SCHOLARSHIPS


