
Quad City Illinois farmers are help-
ing local families with a donation to 
the River Bend Food Bank through 
the Bushels for Hunger program 
for the 12th straight year. After the 
12th year, total contributions by the 
Bushels for Hunger program will 
exceed $277,000 with this year’s 
$22,515 contribution. This year’s total 
contribution brings the total amount 
of  meals donated to 1,385,600.

Mercer County Farmer and Illinois 
Farm Bureau District 3 Director Jeff  
Kirwan presented the donation to 
Mike Miller of  the River Bend Food 
Bank in Davenport.

“I continue to be amazed at the 
heart of  the farming community,” 
said Mike Miller, president and CEO 
of  River Bend Food Bank. “In spite 
of  all the supply chain challenges of  
the past year, farmers have still set 
aside a significant portion of  their 
harvest to help those even less for-
tunate. On their behalf, we are very 
thankful to Illinois Farm Bureau and 
those who donated.”

The Bushels for Hunger program 
is a joint program coordinated by the 

following three Illinois County Farm 
Bureaus: Henry, Mercer and Rock 
Island in conjunction with the follow-
ing area grain elevators and ethanol 
plants: Atkinson Grain, Big River 

Resources, Cargill, CHS, Consolidated 
Grain & Barge Co., Gavilon, Gold 
Star FS, Hillsdale Elevator, River 
Valley Cooperative and Rumbold & 
Kuhn.

Calendar of Events
MARCH
	 3	 Rules for the Road seminar; Annawan Community Center
	 3	 RSVP due for Market Outlook
	 9	 RICFB Foundation Board of Directors meeting
	 10	 Freezer Meal orders due
	 10	 Market Outlook with Mike McClellan, Lavender Crest Winery
	 15	 Deadline to enroll in ARC or PLC programs for 2022 crop year
	 16	 RICFB Women’s Leadership Committee meeting; RICFB office
	 20-26	 National Ag Week
	 21	 RICFB Board of Directors meeting
	 22	 National Ag Day
	 25	 Women in Ag Conference; Bally’s Quad Cities
	 25	 Deadline for RICFB Foundation scholarship applications
	 31	 Freezer Meal pick-up; RICFB office

APRIL
	 18	 RICFB Board of Directors meeting
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The Women in Agriculture 
Conference committee is excited to 
be back in person for this year’s 2022 
Women in Agriculture Conference. 
Jeanne Bernick will headline the10th 
annual Women in Agriculture 
Conference in Rock Island on Friday, 
March 25, 2022. Bernick is an agribusi-
ness consultant and market growth 
leader for the national business adviso-
ry firm K-Coe Isom. She offers depth 
of  industry insights and works along-
side clients with financial tools that help 
keep their farms and businesses not just 
viable but thriving. Her presentation 
“How Women Change the World One 
Farm at a Time” will focus on how the 
world is changing for the better as more 
women are coming back to their agri-
cultural roots. Bernick will provide tips 
and tricks on leading as a woman work-
ing in agriculture. She also co-authored 
the book, “Ceres Rising: How Women 
are Leading Farm Business.”

The keynote speaker will be followed 
by a variety of  breakout sessions as well 
as a buffet lunch.

Closing out the 
conference is Dr. 
Kim Kidwell, asso-
ciate chancellor for 
strategic partner-
ships and initia-
tives, University of  
Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. She is 
a proud Alumna of  
ACES, where she 
earned a bachelor’s 

degree in both genetics development 
and agriculture sciences. She received 
her master’s and Ph.D. in plant breed-
ing and genetics from the University 
of  Wisconsin-Madison. She will speak 
on “Women Changing Agriculture” 
and highlight how women have served 
as the heartbeat of  agriculture since 
civilization.

Pre-registration for the event began 
Jan. 10, 2022. More details can be 
found at womeninagricultureconfer-
ence.com. This conference is spon-
sored by the Farm Bureau Women in 
Agriculture Conference Committee. 

Ag conference 
features Bernick

Jeanne Bernick

USDA Safety Net deadline near

Farmers donate 112,000 meals

Pictured, from left: Leslie Corlett, River Bend Food Bank’s director of 
corporate and foundation giving; Mike Miller, president and CEO; Jeff 
Kirwan, IAA District 3 Director; and Jenny Brinkmeyer, chief develop-
ment officer.

REMINDER!
RICFB Foundation Scholarship Applications are due by 4 p.m. Friday, 
March 25. Don’t wait until the last minute! Guidelines, application and more 
information can be found at www.ricofarmbureau.org/scholarships.html.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Agricultural 
producers who have not yet enrolled in 
the Agriculture Risk Coverage or Price 
Loss Coverage programs for the 2022 
crop year have until March 15, 2022, to 
sign a contract. The U.S. Department 
of  Agriculture offers these two safety 
net programs to provide vital income 
support to farmers experiencing sub-
stantial declines in crop prices or rev-
enues. 

“The Agriculture Risk Coverage 
and Price Loss Coverage programs 
provide critical financial protections to 
many American farmers. As producers 
continue to weather a bruising pan-
demic and new, climate-induced disas-
ters, these programs are all the more 
important,” said Zach Ducheneaux, 
administrator of  USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency. “I am encouraging produc-
ers to reach out to their county offices 
to learn about program eligibility and 
election options today, so that they can 
begin the enrollment process as soon as 
possible.” 

Producers can elect coverage and 
enroll in ARC-County or PLC, which 
are both crop-by-crop, or ARC-
Individual, which is for the entire farm. 
Although election changes for 2022 are 
optional, producers must enroll through 
a signed contract each year. Also, if  a 
producer has a multi-year contract on 

the farm and makes an election change 
for 2022, it will be necessary to sign a 
new contract.

If  an election is not submitted by the 
March 15, 2022, deadline, the election 
remains the same as the 2021 election 
for crops on the farm. Farm owners 
cannot enroll in either program unless 
they have a share interest in the crop.

Producers have completed 976,249 
contracts to date, representing 54 
percent of  the more than 1.8 million 
expected contracts. 

Producers who do not complete 
enrollment by the deadline will not be 
enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2022 
crop year and will not receive a payment 
if  triggered.    

Producers are eligible to enroll farms 
with base acres for the following com-
modities: barley, canola, large and small 
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, 
peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain 
rice, medium and short grain rice, saf-
flower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soy-
beans, sunflower seed, and wheat. 

Decision tools
In partnership with USDA, two web-

based decision tools are available to 
assist producers in making informed, 
educated decisions using crop data 
specific to their respective farming 

operations:
Gardner-farmdoc Payment 

Calculator, a tool available through the 
University of  Illinois, allows produc-
ers to estimate payments for farms and 
counties for ARC-CO and PLC. 

ARC and PLC Decision Tool, a tool 
available through Texas A&M that 
allows producers to estimate payments 
and yield updates and expected pay-
ments for 2022.   

Crop insurance considerations 
and decision deadline 

ARC and PLC are part of  a broader 
safety net provided by USDA, which 
also includes crop insurance and mar-
keting assistance loans.  

Producers are reminded that ARC 
and PLC elections and enrollments can 
impact eligibility for some crop insur-
ance products. 

More information  
For more information on ARC and 

PLC, producers can visit the ARC 
and PLC webpage or contact their 
local USDA Service Center. 

In addition to the March 15 deadline 
for ARC and PLC, other important 
deadlines include: 

w March 15, Pandemic Cover Crop 
Program 

w March 25, Dairy Margin Coverage  


