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Gallons of fuel pumped
at Ethanol Promotion

The Mercer and Rock Island County Farm
Bureau Young Leaders joined forces with
Gold Star FS for an Ethanol Promotion on
Aug. 17 at the Gold Star Fast Stop station
near Aledo.

The promotion offered $0.25 off per
gallon of all ethanol blends from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. WQAD?s Jonathan Ketz and WRM]’s
Jim Taylor served as celebrity gas pumpers,
and members of the Young Leader group
washed windows while tanks were filling,

The promotion resulted in approximately
500 gallons of ethanol-blend fuel being sold.

Gold Star employees provided grilled
hot dogs and bratwursts, chips and water,

and Compeer Financial provided ice cream
sandwiches for customers to enjoy.

Captain Cornelius was on hand for
entertainment and Young Leaders handed out
educational information on ethanol, coloring
books and other goodies compliments of
Illinois Corn Marketing Board and Gold Star
IS, as well as information and applications
for Farm Bureau.

Gold Star also hosted a drawing for a
chance to win a $25 gas card.

We’d like to thank everyone who helped
make our event possible and to all of our
customers for stopping by and letting us fill
your tanks!

September is prime time
to focus on health, safety

National Farm Safety & Health Week is Sept.
15-21 and it’s time to remind everyone working in
agriculture to make health and safety a priority. This
year’s theme, “Shift Farm Safety into High Gear,”
brings to focus the importance of a safe and healthy
lifestyle. Each day highlights a different health and
safety topic:

b Monday, Sept. 16 — Tractor Safety & Rural
Roadway Safety

) Tuesday, Sept. 17 — Farmer Health & Opioid/
Suicide Prevention

) Wednesday, Sept. 18 — Safety & Health for
Youth in Agriculture

b Thursday, Sept. 19 — Confined Spaces in
Agriculture

) Friday, Sept. 20 — Safety & Health for Women
in Agriculture

Harvest season is just around the corner. That
means combines and farm equipment will begin
traveling on country roads, and long days of hard
work are ahead. Farmers and ag workers need to
remember to take equipment safety setiously. Every
tractor operator is responsible for ensuring the
tractor does not present any unnecessary hazard to

him/her, other farm workers or innocent bystanders.

Don’t wait until it’s too late before you take safety
seriously.

While safety is top priority during this time of
year, it is equally important for farmers and ag
workers to take care of their own health as well.

Last year more than 2,200 people died in Illinois
of overdoses. Health officials are calling it an opioid
crisis and it’s hitting rural Illinois communities hard.
Three out of every four farmers say it would be
easy for someone in their community to access a
large amount of prescription opioids or painkillers
without a prescription.

The opioid epidemic is devastating to its victims
and their families. It has a compounding ripple
effect throughout communities, affecting quality

of life, economic opportunity and rural prosperity.
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Transitioning Production Agriculture

Consolidation in Production Agriculture & its Affect on our Rural Communities
Farm Transition Strategies for Retiring Farmers, Landowners & Producers

Farm Leasing in 2020 for Maximizing Income & Long Term Relationships
Connecting Retiring Farmers & Landowners to the Next Generation of Producers

Presented by: Steve Bohr, Farmer & Farm Transition Specialist
Glen Moeller, Retired Farmer & lowa Landowner
Mike Downey, Land, Lease & Farm Succession Consultant

Tuesday, September 10th
MILAN, IL

The Camden Center
2701 1st Street E

8:30 Registration & Refreshments | 9:00-11:00 Program

Please RSVP: 1-844-412-4751 or website https://www.nextgenag.us/rsvp/

No corner of our country has gone untouched by
the opioid crisis, but the impact of this issue on

The following directors were
re-elected to the Rock Island
County Farm Bureau Board for
a two-year term at the Aug. 19
County Annual Meeting;

Brown.

The full boatd is as follows:
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small towns and rural places has been particularly
significant. In 2017 the rate of deaths involving
opioids was 17.2 per 100,000 people, which is higher
than the national rate of 14.6 deaths per 100,000
people.

It is also important for farmers and ag workers
to keep their physical and mental health at the
forefront. Working long hours, often in the isolation
of a combine or tractor, can wear on farmers.
Remember to take occasional breaks and to talk to
friends or family about your frustrations and stresses.

There are many benefits to growing up on a
farm, but it is well known that farms are dangerous
places and keeping children safe should be a top
priority. A simple checklist can be used to perform
safety checks on your farm, enhancing the safety of
children who live, work and visit your farm.

According to the 2017 USDA statistics for
Illinois, women make up more than 28 percent of
the producers annually. This statistic shows that
women continue to play a vital role in the day-to-day
management of our farms and ranches.

National Farm Safety & Health Week serves as a
reminder to think about tractor safety, safety on rural
roads, physical and mental health, opioid and suicide
prevention, kids on the farm, confined spaces, and
safety and health for women in agriculture.

Tune in to RFD Radio Network during National
Farm Safety Health Week to hear interviews on a
variety of subjects. You can also visit the National
Hducation Center for Agricultural Safety (www.
necasag.org/natonalfarmsafetyandhealthweek) for
daily webinars, or contact your county Farm Bureau
for more information on these topics.

Annual Meeting held Aug. 19

District 1

Bill Onken, Kevin Oak, David
Mueller, Phil Fuhr and Brian

representing each of the three
districts in Rock Island County.

Six board members range in
age of 25-44, six board members
range in age of 45-59 and three

District 1 Denny Van Daele, Marty board members range in age of
Brian Brown, David Mueller, McManus, Bradley Erickson, 61-70.
Kevin Oak Andy DeKeyrel and Fred Following the county annual
District 2 Nightingale. meeting the board convened its
Andy DeKeyrel, Fred District 3 August board meeting,
Nightingale, Dennis VanDaele Drew Hohenboken, Brent A reorganization of the
. Riewerts, Mike Saddoris, Wes board followed with the election
District 3 DeClercq and Scott Bohnert. of officers: president, Marty
Scott Bohnert, Brent Riewerts, McManus; vice president — Brent
Mike Saddoris The Rock Island County Farm Riewerts; secretary — Dennis

VanDaele; treasurer — Fred
Nightingale.

2 Labor Day — Office closed

5 District 3 Director Training — 5:30 p.m., Henry County FB

10 Transitioning Production Agriculture with Next Generation Ag Advocates — 8:30 a.m., Milan
Community Center

11 BHE Collegiate Farm Bureau kickoff

12 Kickoff to 2019-2020 Henry, Mercer, Rock Island Market Outlook Series With Mike North of
Commodity Risk Management Group

16 RICFB Board meeting — 7 p.m.

20 Cubs vs. Cardinals bus trip to Wrigley Field — BUS FULL

24 Section 3 FFA Leadership Training School — Annawan HS

CONGRATS!

We would like to congratulate all of
our Rock Island County exhibitors
on their success at both the Rock
Island County Fair and the lllinois
State Fair!




